Chapter 11 — Francois Leaves lle Royale

Guy Dubay, Madawaska MEinhfo @clubfrancais.org VFA #892
David A. Violette, Phoenix AZDavid@Violette.com VFA #621
Rod Violette, Lincoln CAyviolette@att.net VFA #12

(Note to the Reader: This is the first draft of a chapter thihbe part of an upcoming book
with a working title ofA Violette History The authors welcome comments, criticism, correc-
tions, or additions to the text during its draft review period. Adsloesnments directly using
the emails above or through the feedback link at the web site forale¢t& Family Associa-
tion — www.VioletteFamily.org.)

We now move on in our narrative from our “grand-pere” @&sato his son, our “pere”,

Francois. Remember that Francois was the son ofé&hand his first wife, Marie David, who
died in Louisbourg in May 1751. Francois had an older broHEle, and younger sister, Marie,
who had both died while the family was still in Frankle also had an older step-brother, Alexis
Hilaret, who was with the family when they moved twuisbourg in 1749. After Frangois’
mother, Marie David, died Charles remarried and wittsaeond wife, Marie Anne Sudois, had
four children born in Louisbourg between 1752 and 1756 (Thereserie, Marie Anne, and
Charlotte). In Chapter 10 we related that Charles anselesnd wife Marie Anne had sailed
from Louisbourg to La Rochelle in the fall of 1758 andledtin Rocheford, France. The port of
La Rochelle’s records do not show any children accompanerg.t So, we are left to wonder

if Hierome, Marie Anne, and Charlotte were killed ve toombardment associated with the siege
of Louisbourg (Therese died before her first birthdaifie Superintendent of Historical records
at Louisbourg, Eric Krause, and Maurice Violette, VFA #182(1-2004), have come to that
conclusion.

So that leaves Alexis Hilaret and Francois still inNeav World. Alexis was 25 when Charles
left Louisbourg and Francois was 14. We have record#\Mbais was married to Cecile Caissie
in Cayenne, West Indies, in 1765 (Cayenne, West Indieswsknown as French Guiana and
was a Dutch possession at the time Alexis moved th&fe)lso have records that Frangois was
married to Marie-Luce Thibodeau, their marriage being blesgeébbott Bailly, May 6, 1770.
Francois’ marriage was registered at Ecoupag (Ekoupamag)known as Springhill, New
Brunswick.

Acadia: A Long, Rich Heritage Brought to a Disastro  us End

No honest history of the Violette family should failmention the events that caused many of
the trials and tribulations of the Acadians. Frangaas not an Acadian by birth, but when he
married Marie-Luce Thibodeau on May 6, 1770, he became fanecof the oldest Acadian
families, their forefather having arrived at Port Royal@4. So it is important to learn some-
thing of the Acadian history.

So far we have related history from the viewpoint of Eeaaind Great Britain. And certainly
those two world powers greatly defined the events andulhere of Tle Royale/Cape Breton Is-
land/Acadia. The strategic importance of Fortress lamuisg at the entrance to the Gulf of St.
Lawrence resulted in the area coming under one ruleeosther as the two powers struggled for



Chapter 11 — Francois Leaves lle Royale

dominance in the region. But both were invading forces wéoted to control the area because
of its importance to a major fishing industry as welltasmportance as a gateway to the vast
continent beyond to the west.

But while the French and British came and went thar&airged a constant local non-indigenous
population, who had settled the area many generationsebdloese were the Acadians. And our
“mére”, Marie-Luce Thibodeau, was of this stock. Rod \tieleVFA #12, our Genealogist, has
been able to trace her ancestry back six generations &aaw where her family came from
(France) and when they arrived in Acadia (1654). Thepgage chart at the end of this chapter
shows what Rod has been able to learn about Marie-4 hegitage. Her father, mother, grandfa-
thers, and grandmothers were all born in Acadia. @miother’s side, her great-grandparents
were also born in Acadia but their parents came froamce in the 1640-1660 period. On her
father’s side, her grandfather’s parents were boFramce while her grandmother’s parents
were born in Acadia, but their parents were born an€e. So, Marie-Luce was at least a third-
generation Acadian.

The Acadians had left a feudal system in France wihaeteownership was denied them. By re-
locating to a place with abundant land available for agimp they could establish their free en-
joyment of their land and their efforts and the Acadiaad done this for more than a century at
the time of our account. When the first settlers ctom&cadia in the mid-1600s they were locat-
ed away from active commerce and communication chaandlsnore-or-less in isolation. Nei-
ther the French nor the British were able in thosl gaars to establish an active foothold in the
region.

But as the Atlantic shelf fishing industry grew and asRilemch explored and settled the interior
of the continent (New France) via the St LawrenocgeRand the British established colonies in
New England to the south, the Acadians found themsebldsg some very desirable lands.
The value was not necessarily in what the land could peoldutin the strategic location of the
lands in controlling the commercial and communicatiorridors of the North Atlantic. The
Acadians were fiercely independent and developed a statsdeiety. Historian Carl Brasseux
wrote inThe Founding of New Acadia
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But because of their location the Acadians were cotigtimced between the two world powers
who struggled to control the region.
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The French and Indian War was fought for contrahef North American continent between

1754 and 1763. However, in 1756 it erupted ong@elascale and became one theater in the Sev-
en Years War. When Britain retook Ile Royale/Capet@n Island/Acadia in 1758 they demol-
ished the fortifications at Fortress Louisbourgle French could not reestablish themselves
there. The rout of the French continued after &tleof Louisbourg, and in 1759 they lost control
of Québec as well and in 1760 they lost Montredl e whole of New France.

But a critical period for our family came in 1758hen the British brutally drove the Acadians
from their homes and lands in what has become krasathe Grand Dérangement. Briefly, at
this time the British drove out all the Acadiarek their lands, destroyed their homes, split up
families, and generally tried to destroy a people.

Why did Francgois end up in New Brunswick? Frangeas French, but he was probably not de-
ported with the rest of the French when Britaimodétlle Royale/Cape Breton Island/Acadia in
1758. Perhaps, fearing the same fate as the Acadian were exiled to the colonies, or were
imprisoned in Great Britain when Louisbourg feltke British in 1758, Frangois may have de-
cided to slip away and join some three to four Haoa Acadians who evaded the British and
escaped the Grand Dérangement. The Acadians dispeosth to Prince Edward Island and Tle
Royale (where Louisbourg is located), and to Menu@wk, Petitcodiac, Miramichi, Caraquet,
Baie des Chaleurs, Gaspé, the Madeleine Islands,tbe St. John River area. Map 1 shows the-
se locations in relation to Acadia.
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Map 1: Places the Acadians went (green) to avoid Bish rule
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The Acadians were not isolationists, though they imategt to Acadia to avoid mainstream life
in France. They were known to be traders and traveleshgxely along the Atlantic seaboard.
As written inAcadia: Peaceful, Prosperous, StatelgSkantal K. Saucier wrote:
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It may have been in conjunction with the trade in@laeibbean and beyond that Alexis Hilaret
relocated to the West Indies.

Around 1755 there were as many as 18,000 Acadians living imidjlesk territory then called
Nova Scotia. Nova Scotia at that time referred to Huthigland called Tle Royale/Cape Breton
as well as the remainder of the Acadian Peninsula pdusdntested lands in what is now called
New Brunswick, on the other side of the Bay of Funee (8lap 2).
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Map 2: Status of lands in Acadia in 1754 (from Wikmedia Commons, Image made by
Klaus Mueller, Germany, 2006)

The pretext for this deportation in 1755 was thatAcadians refused to take an unconditional
oath of allegiance to the English King and werestbonsidered enemies. The major objection
the Acadians had to the unconditional oath wasttiet would have to renounce their Catholic
religion and might be obliged to fight against th@vn former countrymen, the French. Back in
1727 the Acadians had signed a conditional oatimpxeg them from these provisions.

Even though the Acadians had been loyal to tha? b&th during the fighting in 1748, in 1754
Lt. Gov. Lawrence insisted that they sign an undanhl oath, which they refused to do. En-
raged by their refusal, Lawrence put into effest‘final resolution”. This may sound like Hit-
ler's “final solution” to his Jewish problem, amalthe Acadians it turned out to be just as devas-
tating. So, on the afternoon of August 6, 176%;reat and Noble Schemas put into operation
(A Great and Noble Scheme: The Tragic Story of ttpuksion of the French Acadians from

their American HomelandV. W. Norton & Company, 2005, ISBN 9780393051 &5the title

of the latest book written by John Mack Faragheualbbhe plight of the Acadians). The deporta-
tions started from Beauséjour, then from Grand &mnd,finally from Port Royal (Fort Anne).

The following contains excerpts frofie History of MadawasKay Fr. Thomas Albert: English
translation by Sr. Therese Doucette and Dr. FraDoiscette, Northern Graphics, Madawaska
ME, 1985, pages 31-32.
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After the fall of Québec in 1759, two hundred Acadians wdmb taken refuge there, after being
expelled from the St. John River between 1758 and 1763, decitldetthe oath of allegiance.
They were given a copy of the Act along with a statetntry General Monckton permitting them
to return to their homes on the St. John River. Thayeted from Québec to Fort Frederic in Oc-
tober 1759. Upon their arrival, they presented theiug@mnts to Colonel Arbuthnot, who re-
ferred the matter to the Governor in Halifax, Chatlagrence, the very person who had ordered
the expulsion of the Acadians from all of Nova Sc@tid755. Lawrence asserted that the
statement granting them permission had been obtained faigke pretenses. Furthermore, he
maintained that the Acadians in question must have beenanother St. John River Valley in
Canada, and that Monckton had made a mistake in grantipgrmsssion for them to settle
there!

But Monckton knew the St. John River very well. He bagelled the French from it and
burned the village of Ste. Anne (Fredericton). He couldhnce have made a mistake about it
than Lawrence could claim that Monckton had made a kaista

So poor was the treatment of the Acadians by thesBriti 1755 that 250 years after the fact, in
2003, a Royal Proclamation was issued apologizing for élo#ions. Both Lawrence’s Deporta-
tion Proclamation (Appendix 11-A) and the text of the 200gaRBroclamation (Appendix 11-
B) are found at the end of this chapter.

A Repatriation of Sorts

Until the close of the Seven Year's War of 1757-1763, ttaelans or French persons had been
regarded as enemies. Some had been deported; others haddietary still held by the French
first to Tle St. Jean (Prince Edward Island) and Tlgd® (Cape Breton Island) and later Qué-
bec. Following the Treaty of Paris in 1763 all thesegdaaf refuge became parts of British
North America and the status of the Acadians changed tinat of "enemies"” to subjects".

For the British, the problem of what to do with thes& subjects remained. Antonine Maillet's
1979 bookPélagie-la-Charett€Pélagie-the-cart) presents a fictional yet quiteohisally accu-
rate portrayal of Acadian repatriation from the Arm@n south to Nova Scotia, though some of
the deportees chose to repatriate themselves in thehAnelttMagdeleine Islands. The title
character, Pélagie LeBlanc, a widow, leads herofiti people back to Grand Pré from which
they had been deported in 1755.

In reality, in 1766 Joseph Dugas led the return of the idaado Nova Scotia, though they were
not allowed to re-establish on the same estatedwdeyost during the war. They settled in the
more westerly portion of the province of Nova Scotia.

There was also a New England (pre-Loyalist) migraimbe the lower St. John Valley at this
time. These pre-Loyalists set up the rudiments of Paar(aamed after the Governor of Nova
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Scotia, John Paar) at the mouth of the St. John RAraong them were the merchant traders,
William Hazen, Richard Simonds, and James White in wimsrchant establishment we will
find a record of Frangois Violet's merchant activity in 1782.

Francois and Marie-Luce at Hammond River

The Hammond River is a tributary to the KennebecasisrRwhich is tributary to the lower St
John River, and joins the Kennebecasis about 18 miles (Ralkowe its mouth. The Kenne-
becasis joins the St John River about four miles (6.7fian) where it empties into the Bay of
Fundy.

We know that Francois and others who left Cape Bristand/ile Royale made their way to the
St John River, eventually settling on the Hammond Raehort distance from the main Kenne-
becasis River (the Hammond used to be called the Kigfenebecasis). They may have been
chased from their initial St John River location beeanfsraids conducted by Monckton, Hazen,
and Studholm between 1758 and 1763. We think that they setttedofEause the Hammond
River was off the beaten track, and the raiders oSth#ohn River settlements never mention
French squatters on the Hammond River. These raidsneefest minor harassments: they were
meant to destroy all property, both houses and animalsjrasime cases, resulted in the loss of
life of the settlers.

We will learn more about life in the Hammond Rivettlsenents in the next chapter.
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Appendix 11-A

Deportation Proclamation of Governor Lawrence in 17
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(End of 1755 Deportation Proclamation)
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Appendix 11-B

The Royal Proclamation of 2003

The Royal Proclamation of 2003 — formally known as Rnodtion Designating July 28 of
Every Year as "A Day of Commemoration of the Gigpheaval', Commencing on July 28,
2005 — is a document issued by Queen Elizabeth 11 acknowledgthgx@ressing regret con-
cerning the Grand Dérangement, England's expulsion oEgmeaking Acadian peasant farm-
ers from Nova Scotia beginning in 1755.

Historical background

The proclamation's origin dates back to a 1763 petition stduiiiv King George 1l of Great
Britain by Acadian exiles in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.adse the King never responded to
the petition, Warren A. Perrin, a Cajun attorney amitlcal activist from Erath, Louisiana, res-
urrected the petition and threatened to sue Englahdefused to acknowledge the illegality of
the Grand Derangement.

After thirteen years of discussions, Perrin (now h&fadODOFIL, the Council for Development
of French in Louisiana) and his supporters in the UnitateS and Canada persuaded Queen
Elizabeth Il, in her capacity as Queen of Canadasteeia royal proclamation acknowledging
the historical fact of the Great Upheaval and conseudfaring experienced by the Acadian
people. The document itself was signed by Adrienne Clarkson

Text of the proclamation
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